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Dear Readers
Since autumn last year, when the winning tender for the implementation of the NBP Money
Centre project was selected, intensive work has been underway. The complexity and scale of
this work is discussed in an interview with Ferdynand B. Ruszczyc, Director of the Centre and
manager of the Project Team. The photo story in the “Progress report on the creation of the NBP
Money Centre” section serves as a supplement to this interview, showing the transformation
of the individual rooms into the final thematic modules. At the same time the Money Centre
team, whose staff are also curators of the modules, is gathering not only the exhibits, but also
the factographic documentation, iconography, numismatics, films and programmes for the
multimedia that are planned in the 16 modules.
The thematic presentations which we begin in this issue of “Bankoteka” provide a foretaste
of the future exhibitions in the Money Centre. They give a glimpse of the attractiveness and
multi-layered aspect of the issues, presenting the material culture related to money in the works
of art from all over the world and from Polish lands in particular. The authors of the articles
in the series “The nature of money reveals the nature of its times” and “History of everyday
material culture in the exhibitions of the NBP Money Centre” are the curators of the modules.
The Money Centre team is also preparing educational programmes. The meetings with school
students at the temporary exhibitions presented in the head office of our bank are the test bed
for future lessons designed for children and youth. So far the NBP Money Centre has prepared
three such exhibitions: “The history of central banking – Poland and the USA”, “Władysław
Grabski, Bank Polski SA and the economic stabilisation of the country” and “The wartime
fate of the Polish gold”. One of the exhibitions is also shown at the NBP Regional Branch in
Szczecin. Exhibitions will open at other regional branches in the coming months. We invite
you to visit them!
In the “Money museums of the world” section we suggest a meeting with the economic
education centre of the Lithuanian central bank in Vilnius. We can learn, for example, what
attractions await visitors in the Money Museum of the Bank of Lithuania.
Enjoy your reading
Dariusz Jadowski
Director
Education and Publishing Department
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Idea
Interview
“There is no other facility in Poland that would in such
a comprehensive manner show and help to understand the role and
significance of money over the centuries,” says Ferdynand B. Ruszczyc,
Director of the NBP Money Centre. pp. 4–5
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Each week brings progress in the
implementation of the project
of the Centre
We would like every visitor to the NBP Money Centre, regardless of age or education, to develop an interest in
the role of money and its functioning. Our goal is to intrigue visitors enough to make them want to come back.
Railway Museum in Warsaw. When I started
my work at the National Museum, I realised
that it’s not enough to know the history of art
to be a good museum director. You should also
be a good manager. I gained management

What is the current stage of development of the
NBP Money Centre?
I took the seat of the Head of the NBP
Money Centre when its project, prepared

There is no other facility in Poland that would in such
a comprehensive manner show and help to understand the
role and significance of money over the centuries.
expertise thanks to my postgraduate studies
for cultural managers at the Foreign Trade
Department of the Warsaw School of
Economics.
Ferdynand B. Ruszczyc
Photo by Włodzimierz Dąbkowski

You have been the head of the NBP Money
Centre for over a year. What was your
experience in the museum industry when you
took the job?
I have been a museologist for my entire
professional life. I started as an assistant at
the National Museum in Warsaw. Later on
I became the head of that museum. I also
headed the Museum of Caricature and the
4

Have your family connections played any part
in the choice of the profession of a museologist?
My family traditions, the painting and
pedagogical achievements of my grandfather
(Ferdynand Ruszczyc – painter and professor
of both the Warsaw and Kraków Academies
of Fine Arts – author’s note) are still alive
in the family. My aunts, Janina Ruszczyc,
PhD, and Barbara Ruszczyc, PhD, were
both professionally involved with Polish
museology. I learned to understand the
importance of museums in the nation’s
culture from them.

by the architecture company KiPP Projekt
had already been approved by the NBP
Management Board and some of the bank’s
buildings with an area of over 2000 square
metres had been adapted to house the Centre.
Tender procedures were underway. In October
2014, the Polish consortium of TRIAS and
ZBiD, which had won the tender, began the
implementation of the project. Since then, each
week brings us closer to the completion of the
Centre, whose opening is planned for March
2016. Pursuant to the decision of the NBP
Management Board, the project is managed
by the Steering Committee chaired by the
member of the Board, Professor Eugeniusz
Gatnar, and consisting of the directors of
the Education and Publishing Department
– Dariusz Jadowski and the Administration
Department – Ewa Smulewicz.

Idea
to the opportunity to select an extended
narrative and browse additional electronic
materials.
Does the NBP Money Centre fit in, to some
extent, with the existing Polish museum
network? Or is it a different and original
project?
There is no other facility in Poland that
would in such a comprehensive manner
show and help to understand the role and
significance of money over the centuries.
The Centre will be the economic education
facility of Narodowy Bank Polski. In addition
to the permanent exhibitions, we will also
organise temporary exhibitions covering
specific topics. At present we are holding
our third thematic exhibition entitled “The
wartime fate of the Polish gold”, which is so
popular that we have extended it to June. The
exhibition is displayed in the NBP Regional
Branch in Warsaw. Another exhibition of
the Centre: “The history of central banking
– Poland and the USA” can be seen at the
NBP Regional Branch in Szczecin.
Exhibition in the lobby of Narodowy Bank Polski Head Office, presenting the photograms
of the modules of the NBP Money Centre
Photo by Włodzimierz Dąbkowski

The project is implemented by the Project
Team, which I have the honour of leading.
The team consists of employees of various
NBP departments.

and maps. Suffice to say that there will be 250
multimedia devices in the Centre.

The employees of the NBP Money Centre
team exercise the role of supervisors of
the individual modules (there are sixteen
thematic modules which were repeatedly
presented in the “Bankoteka” magazine). The
entire team is working every day to fill the
individual rooms with content, in cooperation
with the designer, the contractors, the graphic
designers and the multimedia specialists.
Each module requires gathering different
iconography, documents, photographs,
exhibits, banknotes and coins, filmography,

The Centre will be the economic
education facility of Narodowy
Bank Polski.
They will undoubtedly be an attraction for the
young people visiting the Centre. However,
above all, the multimedia devices will enable
visitors to deepen their knowledge of the
history of money in each module thanks

In the Centre itself, we are planning meetings,
seminars, film screenings – prepared
together with schools and universities or
communities interested in cooperating with
us. The role of the economic education of
society, the acquisition and broadening of
knowledge that allows – especially young
people – to understand the mechanisms
governing the world of finance in the past
and present, cannot be overestimated in the
modern world. We would like every visitor
to the NBP Money Centre, regardless of age
or education, to develop an interest in the
role of money and its functioning. Our goal
is to intrigue visitors enough to make them
want to come back.
nn Interview by Stanisław Gorący
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Chronicle of the creation
of the NBP Money Centre
Photo report
Starting from this issue of the “Bankoteka” magazine, we will be
presenting the photo reports of Jacek Wownysz, who provides
ongoing documentation of the progress of the work of the consortium
implementing the NBP Money Centre project. pp. 7–9
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Chronicle of the creation of the NBP Money Centre

Report from the “construction site”
of the Centre
Intensive construction work is underway at the NBP
Money Centre. The project team in charge of the
creation of the Centre will have to supervise the
overhaul of the existing building, and the preparation,
creation and assembly of all the decorations, showcases
and the multimedia system. Besides this, the team
is charged with the preparation of the educational
applications for all of the multimedia devices.

The sheer number of the multimedia
devices (250) and showcases (around
200) is an indication of the enormous
scope of work to be carried out.

Photo 2

The first stage of the work on the Centre consisted in the
organisation of the premises taken over from the Polish
Academy of Sciences (photo 1). The premises previously
housed the Institute of Fundamental Technological
Research, which specialises in such areas as materials
engineering, construction and operation of machinery
and structural mechanics. The building’s interiors were
not suitable for the arrangement of the modules of the
newly created NBP facility.

Photo 1

After the rooms were emptied of the equipment and
the unnecessary walls were removed, it was possible
to plan the spaces for the future exhibition (photo 2).
Architects from the KiPP Projekt architectural office
spent many months preparing the layout of the
individual rooms of the Centre, adjusting them to
the themes of the exhibitions to be presented.
7
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The work of the renovation team on the construction
site has been underway for several months. Steel
structures intended for the mounting of the showcases
have been attached to the walls and the surfaces are
masked with plasterboard panels (photo 3).

In a few months the spaces will be filled
with appropriate decorations, but today
trails of dust still mark the work paths
of the construction workers.

Photo 3

The first outlines of the future appearance of the
facility are emerging. On the photograph we can see
the “Bank Street” and its arcades (photo 4) – an example
of the characteristic features of the nineteenth century
architecture that will be reproduced in the Centre.
nn Story and photos
Jacek Wownysz
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Education
The exhibitions and educational programme of the NBP Money Centre
are designed for a variety of audiences differing according to age,
interests and access to information. Katarzyna Rokosz describes her
impressions related to conducting lessons for school students visiting
the exhibition “Wartime fate of the Polish gold”. The experience that
she gained will be used in the Centre. pp. 10–11
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Focus on people
The educational programme of the NBP Money Centre will serve the intellectual development of visitors.
The NBP Money Centre is a modern educational establishment
which will be a place to acquire knowledge about the history
of money, economics and finance. People will be at the heart of
the operational concept of the Centre. The exhibitions, aimed at

was entitled: “The history of central banking – Poland and the USA”.
It gathered unique exhibits presenting the history of the creation and
functioning of the central banks in our country as well as extremely rare
documents, banknotes and artefacts associated with the activities of the

Pupils of Warsaw’s primary and lower-secondary schools during lessons at the exhibition in the NBP Money Centre
Photo by Andrzej Kalicki

facilitating an understanding of the presented contents, will assist
the intellectual and emotional development of visitors. Similar tasks
have been planned for educational activities taking place within the
exhibition spaces and beyond. The educational programme that we are
working on is being designed from many perspectives, for a variety of
audiences with different levels of knowledge, opportunities for access
to information, age and life experience.

United States’ central bank – the Federal Reserve System, and especially
the New York Fed. The ninetieth anniversary of the creation of Bank
of Poland (Bank Polski SA) was an opportunity to organise another
exhibition: “Władysław Grabski, Bank of Poland and the economic
stabilisation of the country”. It was the first time we were able to present
the exhibits which were acquired for NBP from the family of Prime
Minister Grabski, known as the father of the Polish zloty.

Although the NBP Money Centre is planned to open in 2016, the team
has already been organising temporary exhibitions for the past two
years. The exhibitions have all proved very popular, especially among
school children, as well as students of the Universities of the Third
Age, for whom we have organised guided tours. The first exhibition

The most popular exhibition was entitled “The wartime fate of the
Polish gold”, which has been on display since September 2014 in the
Warsaw Regional Branch of NBP at Plac Powstańców Warszawy 4.
The exhibition, created in a comic book style, shows the route of the
evacuated gold, its tumultuous journey that started in September 1939
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School students follow the odyssey of the Polish gold presented in comic-strip form
Photo by Andrzej Kalicki

and found the ultimate happy conclusion in Poland. The exhibition is
viewed with great interest by school trips.
Here are some of my impressions associated with showing around
groups of children and young people:
There is no greater sight in the world than the look of a child who
has just discovered something new!
The story of the rescue of the Polish national treasure from pillage by Nazi
Germany presented in the form of a comic strip is a great opportunity
to conduct classes in the form of games. During the winter holidays,
participants of the “Winter in the City” activity followed the trail of the
precious metal. For two weeks of January, every day a group of children
followed the dramatic odyssey of the gold of the Bank of Poland. Playing a
game, the young explorers travelled with their precious cargo along routes
through Romania, Turkey, France and North Africa, young explorers made
their first steps in the development of a historical consciousness. They also
learned about the role of the central bank, and many of them later said
that as a result they better understood the responsibilities of NBP and
the importance of the motto: We protect the value of money.

Do not bore people!
Boring, incomprehensible, uninteresting, static, unfocused... These are
the greatest sins of educational activities. We had this in mind when

preparing the offer for lower secondary school and high school students.
Our offer was structured so as to meet the formal requirements of
a lesson of the Civic Education subject at schools. The students come
on a compulsory school trip to an institution which intimidates them.
And here they are, surprised by the graphical form of the exhibition!
This way of presenting history encourages students to explore unknown
facts and learn about the people involved in the rescue of the gold, their
fate and emotions. History revision and difficult issues of “Money and
Banks” (core curriculum: “Civic Education. 3rd educational stage”) turn
out not to be as scary as expected, and even quite fascinating!

The exhibition bodes well for the future
The exhibition showing the wartime fate of the Polish gold does not
give a complete idea of what the NBP Money Centre will look like
and only hints at the issues that will be presented there. However,
the great interest in the lessons linked with the exhibition allows us
to assume that our animators and educators will have their hands full
when the Centre opens!
Teaching classes to young visitors of the “Wartime fate of the Polish
gold” exhibition is an excellent experience. All the observations and
established contacts will be useful following the launch of the NBP
Money Centre.
nn K. Małgorzata Rokosz
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Exhibits
History of everyday material
life in the exhibitions of the
NBP Money Centre
Anna Brzyska writes about everyday life in occupied Warsaw, illegal
trade, about how smuggled goods helped people survive the hard
times of the occupation and explains that food ration cards were not
invented in the times of the Polish People’s Republic. pp. 13–16
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In money you read the epoch
Marta Dulinicz presents the unique coin of Emperor Titus,
on which the Roman Colosseum was carefully reproduced.
pp. 17–18
Przemysław Wiśniewski writes about the grosz, which has entered
Polish phraseology and during the partitions was even associated
with Polish identity. pp. 19–21

Exhibits

He who trades, survives
Everyday life during the occupation, or how the black market saved Warsaw...
From the first days of the 1939 occupation,
the Nazi authorities sought to exploit the
economic potential of the conquered Polish
lands. In the occupied territory of t he General
Government the Germans immediately
confiscated state property and took over the
most important branches of industry and
trade. In addition, the occupation authorities
imposed a mandatory currency exchange (the
zloty was replaced with a currency issued by
the Bank of Issue in Poland – the so-called
Kraków zloty or the “młynarka”) and blocked
savings and wages, enforcing strict control of
the arbitrarily established prices of goods.

“Kurier Radomski”
NBP collection

The war and occupation was especially
hard on Warsaw. In the autumn of 1939,
this modern European capital with great
development potential was reduced to a
capital of one of the occupation districts,
as a result of which it became a city full of
contrasts, with a deepening poverty rate of
its inhabitants. Already at the beginning
of 1940, the German authorities issued
regulations governing such detailed issues as
the number of shopping locations in Warsaw
and the range of goods sold in the stores.
One special form of oppression were the
quotas collected by the occupier: all farms of

the Warsaw district were obliged to deliver
strictly determined quantities of agricultural
products and livestock within the prescribed
period and at the officially established prices.
In 1942 these quotas amounted to as much as
60% of the harvest. The German authorities
applied strict penalties ranging from fines
to the death penalty for failure to deliver
the required amount of goods or a delay
in delivery.
As a result of the German occupation policy,
the provisioning system of Warsaw collapsed
almost overnight: there was a shortage
of food, clothing, fuel and medicines. The
Nazi authorities took over the retail outlets
and strictly limited the trade activity of the
Polish population of the capital. In the years
1942–1943, thousands of Polish retail stores and
wholesalers were shut down. The insufficient
supply of food to the residents of the General
Government led to the growth of hunger.
The scale of poverty and malnutrition of
Warsaw inhabitants was evidenced by the
rationing system – a system of coupons
detailing the type of products and daily
rations which the Nazi authorities allocated
to individual social and ethnic groups –
introduced on 15 December 1939. Initially,
residents of Warsaw were able to use their
coupons only on strictly specified days of
the week and purchase only the allocated
quantities of the specific goods at the
designated stores according to place of
residence. Sales based on coupons took place
on the basis of rigid, centrally established
prices, which were much lower than the
prices prevailing on the free market.
Oftentimes the announced products were
13
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This is best evidenced by the daily caloric
values allocated to the residents of Warsaw.
For comparison: in 1941, the food rations
for the German population amounted to
approximately 2600 calories, for the Poles
– approximately 660 calories, and for Jews
only 184 calories, which basically equalled
a death sentence by starvation.

Ration card from the General Government, August 1944
NBP collection

not provided to the population at all.
One of the reports from the Government
Delegation for Poland from the year 1942
read: [...]in September of this year, working
people received the following quota allocations
for the whole month: 4.8 kg of black bread,
400 grams of meat, 100 grams of sweets, 200
grams of sugar, 75 grams of coffee substitute
and 2.4 kg of marmalade substitute. That
was all. [...] This gives 12 510 calories per
month, that is 417 calories per day, whereas it
is known a human being needs 2000 to 4000
calories per day depending on the type of work.
Therefore, those who do not want to die of
starvation must buy the necessities on the free
market. The dramatic provisioning situation
was deepened by the disparity between the
prices set by the occupier and the prices on
the free, that is illegal, market. Already one
year after the beginning of the occupation,
the free market prices of some food products
14

measured with the “Kraków zloty” had
increased thirty- or even fifty-fold. In the year
1944, the average family of four in Warsaw

Very high prices, low wages, minimal food
rations and the exploitative economic policy
of the Germans practically left the residents
without the means to survive. Many found
rescue from such a dramatic situation in the
black market and smuggling, i.e. the illegal
transport of food from the countryside to
the city. In the countryside cattle and swine
were ear tagged and requisitioned as a quota
for the occupiers, but the smuggled part of
the meat products came from concealed
farming and illegal slaughter. It is estimated
that one person was able to smuggle each
time from 10 to 40 kg (!) of food. In the
capital the trade in goods imported in this
way developed to a size unprecedented
anywhere else and in many cases turned
out to be the only way of surviving the
occupation. It is estimated that in Warsaw
alone smuggling satisfied up to 80% of the
demand for basic necessities.

The scale of poverty and malnutrition of Warsaw’s inhabitants
is best evidenced by the ration card system, particularly defining
the product range and daily food rations that the Nazi authorities
allocated to the various social and ethnic groups.
had to survive on approximately 300 zlotys
– which was the average monthly wage of a
skilled worker. With such modest financial
means, allocating 32 zlotys for the purchase
of the rations, which ultimately covered only
about 15–20% of the recommended daily
intake of nutrients, became a big problem.

The smugglers obtained food from a variety
of sources and used all the available networks
of family ties and social connections.
Effective food smuggling depended on many
factors. It was based on a well thought-out
strategy and transport logistics and the use
of appropriate distribution channels. This

activity involved a multitude of intermediaries and often paid-off
police officers and German officials. One particularly important
link in the smuggling chain were the peasants from the surrounding
villages, who manufactured food, but rarely participated in the
transport of goods to the city. The transactions were often carried
out in the form of barter trade – in exchange for food residents of
Warsaw delivered scarce industrial goods of daily use to the villages
(such as clothing and cleaning products).

The momentous role of these casual traders can
be properly appreciated if we imagine that the
cities had to rely solely on the products issued
on the ration cards to feed themselves.

Smugglers came from various social and professional groups and
represented an interesting mixture of nationalities. Some smuggled
goods exclusively for their own needs, while others traded in the
smuggled commodities. There were also traders who could be called
“smuggling sharks” because they earned great amounts of money
from the sale of smuggled food. As Stanisław Sachnowski, a journalist
working in the underground, recalled: In the first phase of the war
the wives of workers, tram drivers, janitors, who usually came from the
countryside, visited their families there and asked for or bought this and
that. Then they returned to Warsaw with these goods, designated some
part for their household use and sold the rest. Later they were joined by
all those who didn’t want to work for the Germans but had to make a
living. Eventually, entire smuggling companies were formed with their
own offices, book-keeping, means of transportation, warehouses and even
authentic German soldiers who convoyed the smuggled goods for a fee.
The goods were most commonly transported using cars, ships on
the Vistula River and the Warsaw Eastern and Western Railways.
Regardless of the mode of transport, skilfully concealing the trafficked
goods remained the biggest challenge for the smugglers. The most
popular method was known as bandaging, or hiding pieces of meat
under the clothing on special hooks or in pockets added specifically
for this purpose. Wholesale smugglers were able to transport great
amounts of fruit, vegetables, flour and meat (up to 100 kg) in bags
hidden, for example, under the seats in the train carriages. The
text in the Home Army’s “Information Bulletin” of March of 1941

“Kurier Radomski”
NBP collection
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illustrates how much the public perception
of smuggling changed over time: Smuggling
did not enjoy a good reputation in society.
Today we are all treating the small merchant
[...] as a certain kind of hero, whose courage
and cunning protects the Polish cities from
total starvation. The momentous role of these
casual traders can be properly appreciated if
we imagine that the cities had to rely solely
on the products issued on the ration cards to
feed themselves. The reports of the Supreme
Command of the Home Army repeatedly
described raids organised on many stations
simultaneously.
These raids usually resulted in the
confiscation of the transported goods and
severe penalties for the passengers (the
smugglers were often punished with exile
to forced labour in Germany or to the
concentration camps). The constant threat

included offices, hospitals, businesses and
charities – including the Central Welfare
Council and the Warsaw Committee of Social
Self-Help. Due to the food shortages and
minimal coupon rations, these institutions
were forced to purchase supplies on the
black market. The attitude of the German
authorities towards the Warsaw black market
was not as clear-cut as it would seem from
the official regulations and announcements
of the occupiers. On the one hand, illicit
trade was combated, using draconian police
and administrative regulations. On the
other hand, the authorities of the district
appreciated the benefits of the black market,
which proved to be the only way to maintain
the ability of the Polish people to sustain
heavy physical labour.
The goods smuggled into the capital made
their way to the traders, who sold them on the

During the war, Warsaw became a centre of trade, wherein half
of the population was involved in trade in various goods.

of raids and searches was conducive to the
search for new, more sophisticated ways of
transporting food. Over time even coffins –
less vulnerable to inspection by the German
authorities – began to serve as an ingenious
way of transporting goods.
Despite the repeated roundups, searches and
raids, smuggling of food from the countryside
to the cities and black market trade flourished
and remained an important source of income
for the residents of the occupied capital until
the end of the war. The Jewish population,
doomed to starvation rations in the Warsaw
ghetto, was the largest group which received
the smuggled goods. It should also be noted
that the recipients of the smuggled goods
16

streets and market squares, or more secretly,
in private homes. What is important, in spite
of the ongoing war and occupation, and even
in the face of repression and requisitions,
Warsaw traders never gave up on their
trade activity. The smuggled food was sold
mostly at Chłodna Street in Warsaw, on two
large markets: the Karcelak (at Karcelego
square) and in the Mirowskie Halls. Other
locations known for black-market trade
included the Wołówka (at the Broni square),
the marketplace at Marymoncka Street,
Parysowski square, Żelaznej Bramy square
and Kazimierza Wielkiego square. When on
the night of 1 to 2 September 1942 Soviet
bombardment destroyed Kercelego square,
the “Information Bulletin” reported on the

extent of the damage: [...] more than 1000
booths and stalls were burned down. The value
of goods burned at the Kercelak is estimated
at 200-300 million zlotys. It is almost hard to
believe that trade in the capital prospered
so well in spite of the ongoing war and the
occupation regime. Neither war damage nor
the harassment of the traders with numerous
roundups stopped the functioning of the
Kercelak, which fulfilled its role until the
year 1944.
Warsaw was considered the most expensive
city in the General Government. To illustrate
this situation it is enough to provide a few
examples of the rise in prices of basic food
products during the occupation. In July
1940, one kilogram of potatoes cost 0.92
zlotys, while in July 1943 almost 5 zlotys; one
kilogram of pork fatback first increased from
1.60 zlotys in 1939 to 16 zlotys in 1940 and
then – in July of 1943 – to almost 200 zlotys.
The prices of whole meal rye bread also rose
rapidly – from 0.30 zlotys in 1939 to nearly
7 zlotys in early 1942.
In the reality of the occupation any kind of
trade intermediation provided chances of
obtaining an additional source of income,
which was necessary to survive. According to
Wacław Jastrzębowski, an economist: [...] the
black market had many semblances of chaos,
but in reality it constituted a system. In fact
this system was best adapted to the conditions
of life under occupation, contrary to what was
for years universally considered normal, fixed
and essential.
nn Anna Brzyska
Module “Wars”
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“Panem et Circenses” – The Colosseum
on the coin of Emperor Titus
Roman coins often depicted architecture; however, the coin presenting the Colosseum is unique due to the realistic
representation of the structure.
According to the Roman poet Juvenal, the
needs of the Roman populace were limited to
food and entertainment – panem et circenses.
The main goal of distributing grain and the
organising the games was to gain popularity
among the people. The place where such
games were held – the Flavian Amphitheatre,
known as the Colosseum, remains a symbol
of Rome to this day.

however, the coin presenting the Colosseum
is unique due to the realistic representation
of the structure.
The amphitheatre was designed in such a way
as to manifest the splendour and culture of

Rome and the whole Empire. The location
of the building was not accidental either
– it was built on the ruins of the former
palace of the Emperor Nero. In a place that
once illustrated the wealth of one person,
the emperors from the Flavian dynasty built

The construction of the Colosseum took
almost ten years. It was initiated by the
Emperor Vespasian and finished by his son
Emperor Titus in AD 80. On the occasion of
the completion of the works, Titus issued
coins depicting this remarkable structure.
Roman coins often depicted architecture;

Relief from the Arch of Titus, depicting
the spoils of Jerusalem
Sestertius depicting the Colosseum
Photo by Wikimedia Commons

Photo by Marta Dulinicz
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The five cent euro coin depicting the Colosseum
Photo by Marta Dulinicz

As a result, however, the auditorium could
accommodate between 50,000 and 80,000
people. On the coin we can only see the
heads of the large audience, as small as the
heads of pins.

Inside the Colosseum today
Photo by Marta Dulinicz

a structure serving all of the people of Rome.
The project was financed with the spoils of
war seized in the conquest of Jerusalem.
The whole complex was 52 metres high, and
the longer axis was 188 metres while the
shorter was 156 metres. This was the first
Roman structure of such complexity – to
erect it, difficult calculations and precise
architectural plans were needed.
On the coin we can see the façade of the
Colosseum and the four subsequent levels
of its external structure. The first three are
composed of arches supported with columns,
and on the fourth level, as in reality, there
18

are window-like openings instead of arches.
On the second and third level, we can even
distinguish the statues which once adorned
the spaces between the arches.
The layout of the auditorium visible on the
coin was to some extent a reflection of the
social hierarchy of the city’s residents. The
lowest rows were occupied by patricians. For
safety reasons, these seats were located two
metres above the level of the arena. Ordinary
residents of the city sat in the fifth sector, at
the very top and the farthest away from the
arena. Single seats had a width of 40 cm and
the spacing between them was only 70 cm.

The Colosseum is one of the greatest
architectural and engineering achievements
of ancient Rome, and symbolises its power.
The fact that this symbol is everlasting and
well recognisable is evidenced by the fact
that the Flavian Amphitheatre was also
depicted on one of the contemporary Italian
euro coins. However, the Colosseum also
reminds us of the darker sides of the power
of the Roman Empire – the destruction
of Jerusalem and the tragic fate of its
inhabitants. It also forces us to remember the
cruelty of the games, which took the lives of
tens and maybe even hundreds of thousands
of gladiators and hundreds of thousands of
wild animals.
nn Marta Dulinicz
Module “Antiquity – Middle Ages – Modernity”
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History contained in the grosz
This story concerns individual and collective memory, which could be referred to as the memory of money.
For many people it is puzzling and intriguing
that this modest noun, or one might call it
a mini-noun, the “grosz”, is so deeply ingrained
in the consciousness and perhaps even
subconsciousness of Poles. “Niezły grosz”
(literally not a bad grosz – a pretty penny),
“porządny grosz” (decent grosz – make
a decent penny), “kawał grosza” (a piece of
grosz – loads of money), but also: “złamany
grosz” (broken grosz – not worth a red cent),

which is why we also say: “to kawał grosza”
(that’s a piece of grosz – that’s loads of money)
and “zdrowy kawał grosza” (healthy piece of
grosz – enormous amount of money), which
sounds even stronger and more convincing.
It’s hard to admit, but neither the Polish
złoty, nor the red złoty (used in the Old Polish
language to describe a gold coin: the ducat,
the florin) have enriched the phraseology
of the Polish language. A good joke is worth

which we experience, the stronger is this
memory. We are in the middle of these events.
Thus we develop defence mechanisms in the
form of memory, which preserve an image of
the good old days, and invokes our disapproval
of the present.
Three decades ago, the memoirs of the
journalist and social activist Benedykt
Hertz* were published. He lived his young

3 Polish grosz from 1829 (averse and reverse)
NBP collection

“dusigrosz” (grosz strangler – penny-pincher)
or “groszowy” (paltry) – as an adequate
adjective describing our earnings. Sometimes
someone throws in their “trzy grosze” (three
grosze – two cents). And yet this grosz is
not a Polish or even Slavic word. In foreign
languages – both Romance and Germanic – it
is synonymous with multitude, abundance or
wealth. Such meaning is also present in Polish,

a tynf! Not a złoty, even though the tynf is
a colloquial name for the Polish silver złoty,
minted in the years 1663–1666.

years in the last decade of the nineteenth
century – the time of Poland’s partitions.
Warsaw was a provincial city of the Russian

This story concerns individual and collective
memory, which could be referred to as the
memory of money. The tougher and more
dramatic, or perhaps even more traumatic,
are the times in which we live and the events

* Benedykt Hertz (1872–1952) – Polish writer
and journalist.
He wrote:
The shelters are full of orphans’ cradles...
While the banker is calculating his profits.

19

Exhibits
Empire. Polish identity, Poland, and the Polish
language were banned notions, erased from
public offices and from the streets. But the
Polish identity was preserved and cultivated
in homes and in interpersonal relationships.
The everyday atmosphere was muggy, the
smell of birch tar – used for cleaning military
boots – filled the air, the ubiquitous and
incomprehensible Cyrillic script attacked
passers-by through the street signs and
announcements.

Market at Warsaw’s Mariensztat
Author’s collection

3 Polish grosz from 1831 (averse and reverse)
NBP collection
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And here comes this intriguing detail stuck in
Benedykt Hertz’s memory: when his mother
was doing grocery shopping on Saturday
at Warsaw’s Sewerynów marketplace, she
often received change paid in ... the Polish
3-grosz coin with the image of the last King
of Poland Stanisław August Poniatowski.
The coins were worn out, with the image
of the Polish monarch barely visible, but
these were the Polish 3-grosz coins. For
a long time, perhaps until the beginning of
the twentieth century, these coins remained
legal tender in the Russian Empire. Soon,
however, the sight of the 3-grosz coin became
very rare, because the Russian authorities –
most likely for political reasons – ordered
its withdrawal from circulation. However,
at Polish homes, in a natural way, passed
down from generation to generation, the
calculation of expense and income continued
in the Polish monetary system, in which one
złoty – as in the past – was equal to 30 grosz.
Benedykt Hertz recalls that when the servant
settled everyday shopping expenses with his
mother, both of them counted in the system
of 1 to 30, that is in złotys, and never used 1
to 100 – that is, the rubles, which were used
for the actual payment. This posed a bit of
a challenge. When the housekeeper spent,
for example, 3 rubles and 54 kopecks and had
1 ruble and 46 kopecks left, Hertz’s mother
patiently wrote down what and for how much
was bought in złotys, which always divided
into 30 grosz. Decimal counting marked
a traitor, not a patriot, and in general a very
suspicious individual. Apart from patriotic

Exhibits
issues, converting from system to system
was a great exercise of the brain. Looking
for a similar situation in more recent times,
we can recall November 1971 – older people
remember the shock of people in the UK,
who had to accept that the Pound was no
longer equal to 240 pence, but – to their
horror – totaled 100 pence!

Market Place “Za Żelazną Bramą”, Warsaw
Author’s collection

Krakowskie Przedmieście, Warsaw, 2nd half of the 19th century
Author’s collection

I owe our patient readers yet another story
that relates to my personal patriotic attitude.
The great, wise and mischievous lady called
History, is always playing with us, checking our
patience and perceptiveness. She also mixes
things up terribly, moves them from place
to place and giggles loudly when the things
are not where we think they ought to be. Let
us therefore find comfort in the “patriotic”
grosz, thirty of which make up one złoty,
to spite the Russians. What we keep forgetting,
however, is how many of those eastern habits
that we so abhor because they are Russian
we nurture in ourselves. In fact until recently,
that is, until we regained true independence
in 1989, or even later, it was our custom in
Warsaw to drink tea in a glass. Trips to Kraków
annoyed us, as the Cracovians served hot
drinks in a cup. Well, we should also know that
drinking tea from a glass is – to the ultimate
horror of Varsovians – a Russian tradition. The
use of the samovar (Russian tea boiler) and
glasses to drink tea was very common in the
East. Under the Russian partition, Warsaw was
a veritable samovar hub. It was the kingdom
of glasses, served along with saucers on which
large lumps of sugar were laid, broken off from
huge cone-shaped sugar loaves. The return
to drinking tea in cups was assisted by the
Germans occupying the city in the years 1915–
1918. The Germans confiscated all samovars,
as these were produced from copper – a metal
superior in terms of thermal conductivity,
but also very useful in the arms industry. And
so we returned to the European fold thanks
to the Germans. A real head spin!
nn Przemysław Wiśniewski
Module “Bank Street”
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Exhibitions of the NBP Money
Centre in Regional Branches
The exhibition “The history of central banking – Poland and the
USA”, prepared by the NBP Money Centre in the NBP Regional
Branch in Warsaw, was transferred in November 2014 to Szczecin.
Katarzyna Zwarzany from the NBP Regional Branch in Szczecin
reports. pp. 23–24
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Exhibition of the NBP Money Centre
in Szczecin
The exhibition presenting the history of Polish and American central banking prepared by the NBP Money Centre
is enjoying unflagging popularity among visitors in Szczecin.
The showcases contain historical and
contemporary US dollars, including
hundred-dollar banknotes with new security
features as well as Polish banknotes and
coins from the times of the partition, the
interwar period, the Second World War and
the period of the Polish People’s Republic.
Thus, the exhibition not only presents the
functions and responsibilities of central
banks in an interesting way, but also displays
unique exhibits.

University of the Third Age students visit the exhibition
Photo by Katarzyna Zwarzany

The exhibition entitled “The history of
central banking – Poland and the USA”
prepared by the NBP Money Centre in
memory of Sławomir S. Skrzypek has been
held at the NBP Regional Branch in Szczecin
since November 2014. Its opening was
attended by numismatists, scientific workers
of the University of Szczecin, representatives
of NGOs involved in financial education,
seniors from the University of the Third Age,
youth from secondary schools, students and
representatives of Szczecin’s media. A short

lecture for the guests, introducing the theme
of the exhibition, was given by Dr. Marek
Zwolankowski, from the University of
Szczecin.
The exhibition was originally presented
at the NBP Regional Branch in Warsaw,
therefore all of its elements had to be
adapted to the new location. In addition, the
printed and multimedia materials presented
in Szczecin were supplemented with the
collections of regional numismatists.

The exhibition has been extended due to the
continued interest of the schools from the
region. It has so far been visited by several
dozen organised school trips, youth groups,
teachers and Szczecin students (in total
approximately 1400 people) and several
hundred individual visitors. The viewing of
the exhibition was combined with classes
held at the Branch. Some of them are
supplemented by meetings with Mariusz
Brzeziński, a Szczecin-based numismatist,
who conveys interesting information to
the students and tells historical anecdotes
associated with numismatics.
There is also the possibility to broaden one’s
knowledge of the history of central banking
and money by reading the “Bankoteka”
magazine, the copies of which are available
to visitors of the exhibition free of charge.
nn Katarzyna Zwarzany
NBP Regional Branch in Szczecin
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Money museums of the world
The Money Museum of the Bank of Lithuania is a modern institution
which not only possesses many unique exhibits, but also presents
them in an interesting way, among others, in moving showcases.
Visitors can watch educational films and extend their knowledge
with the use of multimedia. Vita Beržiūnaitė of the Bank of Lithuania
writes about what is worth seeing in the Vilnius museum and what
you can learn there. pp. 25–26
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The Money Museum of the Bank
of Lithuania
The Money Museum of the Bank of Lithuania in Vilnius presents the history of world money and banking from
ancient times to the current era. The Museum contains a rich collection of numismatic items, banknotes, texts,
photographs and other collectible sets.
The Museum was established in 1999 and
rebuilt and modernised in 2010. The premises
occupy 300 square metres.
Basic information in the Museum is provided
for visitors in Lithuanian and English;
however, the audio guides available offer a
wider variety of languages (German, Russian
and Polish). All of the audio guides in the
Money Museum have touch screens, which

allow visitors to explore the exhibition
independently, either by following the entire
route with the audio guide or by choosing
to listen only to the information that the
visitors are interested in.
The Money Museum meets the needs of
visitors with disabilities. There are special
elevators for visitors who use wheelchairs;
also available are informational pull-out

stands in the exposition drawers. Their
handles are placed at a height convenient
for wheelchair users. Part of the exposition
can vary automatically with the help of
transporters that are activated with the
push of a button and enable plates with
expositional items to move, together with an
adjustable optical lens. An electronic system
of sign language translation is applied in
a portable computer device.

Activities
In 2014 almost 43,000 people visited the
museum.
The Money Museum is a modern and
interactive museum that allows visitors not
only to be observers, but also to be active
participants in the learning process. The
exposition is multi-layered; its structure is
simple and takes into account the different
cognitive abilities of visitors. The graphic
solutions of the museum’s expositions, the
integration of works of art, the variety of
interactive media and the visual, sound
and light effects are all employed not
only to engage museum visitors, but also
for educational purposes. They encourage
visitors to learn, to deepen their knowledge,
to come up with individual interpretations
and to look for answers for themselves.
The history of money room
Collection of the Money Museum of the Bank of Lithuania

The museum’s computer terminals store
educational films, games and tests, covering
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the topics of world money and finance. The
Central Bank Governor, Vitas Vasiliauskas,
has recorded a welcome speech in which
he tells museum guests what they can see
and explore at the Money Museum. A TV
screen delivers information through direct
broadcast from the Nasdaq OMX Vilnius
stock exchange. The rich collection of
exhibits and variety of high-tech interactive
tools engage each of our visitors and leave
no one indifferent. Our visitors can make
their own souvenir coin using the coinage
striking technique from the 16th century.
At the end of the exposition, visitors may
complete a computer test to check the
knowledge they acquired in the museum.
If the test is performed successfully and the
visitor receives more than 50%, he or she
gets a special prize – a banknote with their
own image.

children to take part in educational activities
which concentrate on the theme of the euro,
in connection with Lithuania joining the
euro zone on 1 January 2015.

also exhibits original items used in coin
production – for instance, banknote plates,
coin stamps as well as banknotes and coins
that were never put into circulation.

Collections

The Museum has received numerous
prizes and awards, both from state and
EU institutions, as well as from magazines
and organisations which indicate the most
attractive places for visitors.

The Museum offers different educational
activities for children aged 5–9 and 10–18.
Currently, the Money Museum invites

The Money Museum contains a rich
collection of numismatic items, banknotes,
texts, photographs and other exhibits. The
Museum exhibits unique collections of
Lithuanian Great Duchy coins, coins from
Antiquity, as well as coins from the Russian
and German Empires and from the Soviet
Union. The Museum also has a collection of
14th century coins of the Golden Horde. The
Museum collection is supplemented by coins,
banknotes and other items from modern
times. In the Money Museum expositions,
visitors can see, for example, the highest
denomination dollar banknote (100 trillion
dollars), which was issued in Zimbabwe, and
a huge copper coin issued in Sweden with
a nominal value of 4 daler. The Museum

Coins from the territory of Lithuania
since the 14th century

The modern banknotes and coins room

Collection of the Money Museum of the Bank of Lithuania
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nn Vita Beržiūnaitė
Communication Department
Money Museum

LIETUVOS BANKAS
Gedimino pr. 6,
LT-01103 Vilnius
tel. (85) 2 680 334
www.lb.lt

The illustrations of particular modules have been prepared by the architectural firm KiPP Projekt
Bankoteka
Magazine of the NBP Money Centre
in memory of Sławomir S. Skrzypek
Publisher: Education and Publishing
Department of NBP

Address:
ul. Świętokrzyska 11/21,
00-919 Warsaw, Poland
phone +48 22 185 91 01
centrumpieniadza@nbp.pl

Editorial staff:
Stanisław Gorący
In cooperation with: Anna Brzyska, Marta Dulinicz,
Agnieszka Kramkowska-Dąbrowska, M. Katarzyna Rokosz,
Przemysław Wiśniewski, Jacek Wownysz, Katarzyna Zwarzany

Graphic design:
Michał Krasodomski
(RED HOUSE),
Piotr Kotela

Module “Bank street”
The NBP Money Centre in memory of Sławomir S. Skrzypek

